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                                              Northeast Area Commission Meeting 
 

June 4, 2021 | 6:30pm-8:30pm 
 

 
Board Member 

 

 

Elwood Rayford – Somerset                        Acting Chair, Robert Hill – Walnut Creek                  
Zoning Chair, Alice Porter - At-Large           Elenora Moore – Arlington Park 
Brad Davis – Bridgeview                              Kawther Musa - Framingham 
Kevin Kenley - Willow Springs                      Kenneth Van Pelt - Special Appointee 
Stanley Fleming Jr. – At Large                     Karen Rogers - Cumberland Ridge 

 

 
Commissioner Hill asked for roll call of Commissioners: 
 
Elwood Rayford - Present 
Alice Porter - Present 
Brad Davis - Absent 
Kevin Kenley - Present 
Stanley Fleming - Present 
Bob Hill - Present  
Elenora Moore - Present 
Kawther Musa - Present 
Kenneth Van Pelt - Absent 
 
Commissioner Hill asked for roll call of Commissioners: 
 
Elwood Rayford - Present 
Alice Porter - Present 
Brad Davis - Absent 
Kevin Kenley - Present 
Stanley Fleming - Present 
Bob Hill - Present 
Elenora Moore - Present 
Kawther H. Musa - Present 
Karen Rogers - Present 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any questions regarding the NEAC March 2021 Meeting 
Minutes. There were none. He asked the Commission to entertain a motion to approve the 
NEAC March 2021 Meeting Minutes. 
 
Commissioner Porter made a motion to approve the March Meeting minutes. Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Moore. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any questions regarding the NEAC April 2021 Meeting 
Minutes. There were none. He asked the Commission to entertain a motion to approve the 
NEAC April 2021 Meeting Minutes. 
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Commissioner Moore made a motion to approve the April Meeting minutes. Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Fleming. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any questions regarding the NEAC May 2021 Meeting 
Minutes. There were none. He asked the Commission to entertain a motion to approve the 
NEAC May 2021 Meeting Minutes, 
 
Commissioner Kenley made a motion to approve the May Meeting minutes. Motion was Motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Moore. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s May Financial Report 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Moore to approve May’s Financial Report. Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Fleming. Motion carried. 
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Application CV21-045 - 1535 North Cassady Avenue  
 
This application was presented by Attorney Jeff Brown.  
 
His request was for a council variance. The property was located on the east side of Cassady 
Avenue just north of 670. What was under development was the area shaded in orange in the 
schematic below which was a multifamily development. The City has asked that the traffic to the 
south and the traffic from the development to exit out of the driveway to come out onto Cassady 
Avenue. This property was originally zoned commercial and was now zoned multifamily. They 
were requesting a council variance to allow the traffic from the remaining development and the 
properties to the south to come out and access the traffic light. 
 
Woodfield Park Development Plan Schematic 
 

 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kenley to approve this application. Motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Fleming. Motion carried. All were in favor. 
 
Application BZA21-047- 2600 Stelzer Road 
 
This application was presented by Attorney Jeff Brown. 
 
He explained that on Codet Avenue and on the Stelzer side of Codet they have garages that 
were back-to-back. The garage doors when put together has caused a pitched roof. There was 
a provision in the code that states garages in multifamily developments could not be taller than 
15ft. He believed this was a carry-over from when single-family houses could be built in 
multifamily developments. This was the height limitation for single family. The city picked this up 
in one of their drawings. They had to file a BZA (Board of Zoning Adjustments) to go from 15ft to 
16ft for the two bay garages as illustrated below. 
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Schematic of Garages 
 

 
 
The height adjustment was a function of having enough height so that the rain rolls off into the 
gutter. Therefore, a greater height was needed.  
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion approve this request. Motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Kenley. Motion carried. All were in favor. 
 
Application BZA21-048 - 2337 North Cassady Avenue  
 
This application was presented by Attorney Jeff Brown. 
 
Mr. Brown explained that he has the same situation with the pitched roof on garages. The 
development was located on the north side of Codet on the east side of Stelzer Road. 
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He was asking for an increase in height from 15ft to 16ft on the double garages. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion to approve this request. Motion seconded by Commissioner 
Kenley. Motion carried. All were in favor. 
 
Application Z21-034 - 3756 Agler Rd./CV21-046 - 3756 Agler Rd. 
 
This application was presented by Mr. Monsul.  
 
He explained in 2017 they added a building to their property site that was then in the county. 
The owner was told in 2018 that he could annex this building to the City of Columbus because 
the property to the north was in the City of Columbus and he needed water for his project. 
However, what he forgot to do was to ask for the same zoning that was similar to the City of 
Columbus as it was in the county. As a result of that he now wants to build a similar building on 
the property. He has to get the property rezoned. The zoning district recommended that it be 
zoned as M2 and because of this he was requesting a couple of variances. The first was for a 
parking variance from 15ft to 30ft the second variance was for a setback request from 15ft to 30 
ft.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated that this property was located near a party house north of Agler Rd 
down near a car wash. She asked Mr. Monsul to explain what would be placed on the site. 
 
Mr. Monsul responded that they were going to build a 12,500 sq. ft building. He sent a package 
of information with a photograph to Commissioner Porter. The building would contain small 
warehouses each would have a 200 sq. ft office. The remainder of the building would be for the 
contractor that leases the space. The outside of the building would be a rose color of pre-cast 
concrete stones that were 2x4 feet that were about two inches thick. This design would be 
placed around the entire building. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked what type of screening would be placed around the building. 
 
Mr. Monsul responded that he could not answer this question. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she would like to see something in the front of the building. 
She stated that it looked barren and beat up. 
 
Mr. Monsul stated that the building up front has all asphalt with parking. There would also be 
garage bay doors for small trucks to go into. The new building will be two buildings further back 
behind the brown building. Behind the existing building was another building that was roughly 
40x50 sq ft. The new building would be north of the building attached from the building you 
could not see from the road. 
 
Commissioner Kenley asked would this be a one story or two-story building. 
 
Mr. Monsul responded that this would be a one-story building. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked Mr. Monsul to repeat what the square footage would be of each 
building/office. 
 
Mr. Monsul responded that each building would be about 1000 sq. ft with roughly a 200 sq. ft 
office in that 1000 ft. with 800 sq. ft for storage. 
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Commissioner Porter asked what sort of client was in there now. 
 
Mr. Monsul stated that there was an existing plumber, a sign guy, and a guy that does details on 
cars. He did not know the other users/existing clients. 
 
There were no more questions for Mr. Monsul. 
 
Mr. Monsul clarified that all the properties around the subject site were in the county. 
They have been annexed to the City and was trying to get it rezoned with the proper use. 
 
Commissioner Kenley made motion to approve the application. Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Fleming. Motion carried. 
 
Application BZA21-028: 4150 Worth Avenue - DHL Pop-Up 
 
Applicant was not present. However, Commissioner Porter gave a recap of this request. 
The project was a DHL Express. They want to install a pop-up at Easton Town Center. Easton 
was going to allow them to place this pop-up on five vacant lots/five vacant parking spaces. 
Customers would be able to drop off and pick up their packages. This would be a trial run of 
eight months for this project. If it did not work, they will terminate the project. 
 
City Attorney’s Office: Assistant City Attorney Sarah Pomeroy 
Ms. Pomeroy discussed that the Northeast Area was part of the Zone 1 police zone. This was 
the first year that there were Safe Street officers that were a part of Zone 1. Safe Streets was a 
volunteer program were officers get out of their cruisers and go out on bicycles or on foot to 
speak to residents. She brought this up due to markets or areas that the Commission wanted to 
keep and eye on. She has passed these areas along to the Safe Street officer group. She 
stated that if there were additional areas that the Commission wanted on their radar to please 
share this information with her. These officers were second shift officers that operate between 
the hours of 1pm-9pm. Police Zone 4 which was comprised of the Linden area has Safe Street 
officers as well. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked how many officers were assigned to a zone. 
 
Ms. Pomeroy believed there were ten. These were volunteers who want to participate in this 
role. 
 
Updates: 
3760 Montclair Drive - Concern with a bar being operational at this property. Was referred to 
police and Supervisor of Code Enforcement. Ohio Investigative Unit went by this property this 
past weekend and did not see anything. Commissioner Fleming asked if he should take 
pictures. Ms. Pomeroy stated she would welcome anything. 
 
3551 Sunbury Rd - Concern with tree cutting business at the property. Code Enforcement did 
not see anything that would warrant a code violation being issued. Commissioner Porter stated 
that this property needs to be cleaned up. The property has lots of debris. Property at 
McCutcheon and Sunbury (southeast corner) needs cleanup.  
 
Commissioner Musa shared her concern with a property on Stelzer Rd. She was told that drugs 
were being sold. Ms. Pomeroy stated that they were address and property based and it would 
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be helpful if a cross street was provided. 
 
Department of Neighborhoods Community Liaison: DeLena P. Scales 
 
311 Call Center: Ms. Scales discussed the 311 Call Center. She explained it was designed to 
help you file a complaint or ask a general question or city related process. She stated this helps 
their attorneys make a case against an organization. She reiterated making sure this complaint 
was made through 311. That officer/operator will make sure that this complaint was directed to 
the correct City department. This also helps create a file that could be tracked. She asked the 
Commissioners to encourage individuals in their district to use 311. They were located at 1410 
Cleveland Ave. Their office hours were 8:00am-5:00pm. Heavy call volume has been happening 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. Some callers have been waiting up to 90 minutes. She 
recommended calls being made Wednesday - Friday or sending an email to 
311@columbus.gov. 
 
Parliamentary Procedures Training: This training will be held Saturday, June 5th for all area 
commissions. This training will address how to use Roberts Rules of Order, how to make a 
motion, etc.  
 
She also wanted to personally thank the Commission for being patient and growing with her. 
 
Open to the Public 
 
Transition to New Secretary: 
 
Commissioner Hill mentioned that our Secretary Tanya Johnson was retiring from the 
Commission. Commissioner Hill stated that Tanya has been a great asset and would be missed. 
Commissioner Hill introduced Ms. Chapple as the new Secretary. Commissioner Hill stated she 
will be a great asset to the Commission as well. 
 
Commissioner Hill made motion to accept Ms. Chapple as the new Secretary for the Northeast 
Area Commission. Motion seconded by Commissioner Moore. Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Chapple stated that she looked forward to working with everyone. 
 
Antoine Horston - His status as Commissioner: 
 
Antoine Horston asked why he was no longer a Commissioner. He stated that he sent 
information to Commissioner Hill about why he could not serve and did not receive anything 
back stating otherwise. 
 
Commissioner Moore explained that it has to be documented when Commissioners were 
present or absent from meetings. The Secretary documents this information. This was what was 
used to make this decision. She discussed that the Bylaws specifically state that if you were 
absent so many meetings that you technically resign yourself. It was the Commissioner’s 
responsibility to make sure the Secretary was aware and they were marked present or absent. 
She stated that if you look back over the months that have passed Mr. Horston’s was not on the 
roll call.  
 
Commissioner Rayford stated that he explained to Commissioner Moore that Mr. Horston had 
an illness in his family and that he was ill. 
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Commissioner Porter stated that Commissioner Rayford did not share that information with 
anyone and that information should have been shared with the Secretary. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated that he received information from Mr. Horston after the fact. 
 
Mr. Horston’s wife stated that there should have been concessions made for her husband. He 
did not know the chain of command and always leaned to former Chairman Rayford in 
communicating about his illness and deaths in his family. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked how the Commission felt about the matter. 
 
Commissioner Moore recommended that he submit an application for re-election. 
 
DeLena Scales did explain that the motion was made based on the bylaws by the 
Commissioner and it was voted on by the Commissioner. The Commission could work to 
reappoint him to his seat that expires December 2021 or can have him participate in the election 
in September 2021 and that his seat would expire in three years. 
 
Commissioner Porter suggested that he enter into the election in September 2021. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated we need to operate on the current options given. 
 
Commissioner Porter reiterated exploring the September option. Mr. Horston would be put on 
the ballot for the election in September. 
 
Commissioner Porter made motion to suggest to Mr. Horston that he be placed on the ballot in 
September to be voted back into the Commission. Seconded by Commissioner Moore. 
Commissioner Hill asked for a vote.  
 
Liaison Scales reiterated when Mr. Horston goes on the ballot in September 2021 his term 
would start January 1, 2022 and he would have a three-year term. The other option would be to 
appoint him to his seat immediately and his term would end December 1, 2021. 
 
Commissioner Porter amended her motion. She wants to appoint Mr. Horston immediately and 
his term would end December 2021. He would be put on the ballot in the September 2021 
election for a three-year term. 
 
Mrs. Horston asked for clarity around his session that will end in 2021 if re-activated 
immediately. How would his term be defined if it ends in 2021. This was not in line with the 
bylaws that were voted on earlier in the meeting. 
 
Liaison Scales explained the Commission was appointed to seats and districts. The district he 
was appointed to that term was an unexpired term that expires December 2021. It does not 
matter who enters the seat.  
 
Commissioner Moore asked if there was a way to address this so this does not happen again in 
future meetings. 
 
Liaison Scales stated that this was voted on by the Commission. 
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Commissioner Kenley seconded the motion by Commissioner Porter. 
 
The Commission voted on the following: 
 
Appoint Mr. Horston immediately to his current seat and his term would end December 2021. 
 
Elwood Rayford - Yes 
Alice Porter - Yes 
Brad Davis - Absent 
Kevin Kenley - Yes 
Stanley Fleming - Yes 
Bob Hill - Yes 
Elenora Moore - Abstain 
Kawther Musa - Yes 
 
Vote was as follows: 6 voted “Yes” and 1 “Abstention” 
 
Liaison Scales stated we need to have an active email address for Mr. Horston and a phone 
number.  
 
Commissioner Musa stated that we need to review the bylaws concerning absences. 
Commissioner Moore stated that she did send a copy of existing the bylaws to her. 
 
Commissioner Rayford asked if someone was absent who should they report to. 
 
Commissioner Fleming responded that they should report to the Secretary. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that they should be sent to the Corresponding Secretary as noted 
in the bylaws. 
 

 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kenley to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Kenley. 


