
Northeast Area Commission Meeting 
11/5/20 

 
Attendees  
Brad Davis - Present 
Kevin Kenley - Present 
Stan Fleming – Present 
Elenora Moore - Present 
Alice Porter – Present 
Elwood Rayford – Present 
Ken Van Pelt – Present 
Barbra Wright - Present 
 
Presenters 
DeLena Scales – City Liaison 
Sarah Pomeroy – City Attorney’s Office 
Eric Zartman – JP Morgan Chase 
 
Commissioner Porter asked everyone to identify themselves for the meeting minutes. 
 
Commissioner Kenley gave the Financial Report: 
 
Beginning Balance for October 1, 2020 was $8.89. Commissioner Kenley stated that we have 
not received budget funds from the City of Columbus. These funds were still being processed. 
We owe our Secretary Tanya Johnson $150. Ending balance for October 31, 2020 was $8.89. 
Commissioner Kenley reiterated we were waiting for our budget funds for 2021. The budget for 
2021 was $3500.  
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any questions. He asked the Chair to entertain a motion 
to accept the financial report. Commissioner Porter made a motion to accept the report as 
read. Seconded by Commissioner Hill. Motion carried. He asked Commissioner Porter to 
present the applicants for the evening. 
 
Overview of Application Z20-072 – Presenter, Eric Zartman 
The site is behind the JP Morgan Chase office on Vision Drive at Easton. The parking lot was 100 
ft from Patriot Blvd. The applicant was proposing installation of a car port on the majority of the 
parking spaces. Solar panels would be installed on top of the current carport. JP Morgan was on 
a global mission to reduce all of their energy uses to renewable energy sources that were on 
site. 
 
Mike Shannon presented this application in October 2020. He stated that the Commission was 
interested in getting information on the inverters, what they looked like and where they would 
be placed. The inverters were top line new technology. They would be placed on the carport 
canopies. They were 40in x 24in x 10in. They would be off the ground under the carport 



canopies and well hidden. They will be a part of the carport canopies themselves. The solar 
panels were coated in non-reflective material and would stop any bright reflection off the 
panels. 
 
There was one change to the development text since the last presentation. There was a code 
standard that requires uncovered parking spaces to provide trees at one tree per 10 parking 
spaces. We have 85 uncovered parking spaces and hundreds of covered parking spaces. They 
need to request a modification to allow the uncovered spaces to not have an interior tree 
parking lot requirement. They will be planting trees around the parking lot. More than what 
was required by the code. This was not a substantial request. There will be plenty of shade on 
the parking lot due to the numerous amounts of trees and the carports. Mr. Zartman stated 
that he would be happy to answer any questions. He appreciates the Commissions support and 
recommendation to the Development Commission. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that only one parking lot was mentioned and there were four 
parking lots on the property. Will carports be placed on all four parking lots? 
 
Mr. Zartman responded that was correct. Carports would be placed on all of the parking lots as 
well as on top of the building. The parking lots were already zoned under the C4 district. The 
solar carports were allowed to be installed by right, today. The was one parking lot behind the 
building that was under a different zoning classification. They were limiting the permitted uses 
to only parking and parking associated uses as allowable. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if he could show a picture of the inverter.  
 
Mr. Zartman did have a picture of the inverter but did not have the ability to share and asked 
DeLena Scales if she could pass that ability to him. Unfortunately, there was some technical 
difficulty in notifying Ms. Scales to do this. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if this project was under the umbrella of Easton and did he have to 
seek approval or run this project by the Easton Committee and has he done so. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated that yes that was correct in that the project was under Easton and he has 
run this project by the Easton Committee. The property was owned by Georgetown and they 
have been working with them on this. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that they have not received a copy of the letter that this project 
was approved by the Easton Committee. She asked him to tell her the progress on this. 
 
Mr. Zartman does not have the approval letter yet. He conferred with Mr. Shannon while at the 
Commission Meeting. Mr. Shannon stated that the committee was reviewing the project and 
that there had been positive comments so far. They will make it a condition of approval based 
on the Commission’s recommendation. 
 



Commissioner Porter stated that they do not normally give approval if they do not have a letter. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated that if the community would be willing, the approval would be conditional 
on receiving the letter if Easton did not approve the recommendation would be “NO.”  
 
DeLena Scales was able to allow Mr. Zartman to share his screen to show a picture of an 
inverter (see below). This was installed at a carport at another site located at Polaris at 1000 
McCoy Road. JP Morgan Chase was at this location. 
 

 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if these carports would need to be constructed. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated that there were no carports installed as of yet. Below is a picture of the 
existing parking lot uncovered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This was the proposed carport structure below with the solar panels installed. 
 
 

 
 
There were a lot more parking lots to the northeast that were not a part of this application but 
they would be installing solar panels there as well (pictured below). 
 

 
 
Commissioner Porter could not see the pictures being presented. Mr. Zartman stated that all of 
the spaces were existing spaces. They were not proposing any new parking spaces or any new 
parking lot. The carports would be constructed over the parking spaces that already exist. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any additional questions for the applicant.  
 
Commissioner Hill stated that he would like to see the document from Easton Committee 
showing their approval. He would personally like to see the installation at Polaris on McCoy 
Road to get a better picture of the design. 
 



Mr. Zartman encouraged Commissioner Hill to do this. They have submitted this project to 
Easton but have not received an approval yet. He asked the Commission if they would consider 
doing a conditional approval. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked when have they scheduled to go before City Council. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated that they have not scheduled to go before the City yet. However, they were 
scheduled to go before the Development Commission on November 12, 2020. They were 
hopeful to schedule to go before City Council the third week in December. 
 
Commissioner Hill recommended to have them come before the Zoning Committee on 
December 17, 2020. Mr. Zartman stated that they will obtain the letter from Easton before the 
Development Commission Meeting.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated that they would not have anything to go on to make a decision if 
they do not have the letter. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated that they will ensure the letter was given to the Commission. 
 
The Commission took a vote on this project to approve conditionally on the letter from the 
Easton Committee being received. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked the Commission to entertain a motion to vote on this project. 
Commissioner Kenley entertained a motion to approve the application on the condition of 
receiving the letter of approval by Easton from Mr. Zartman. The vote was as follows: 4 in favor, 
1 opposed.  
 
Commissioner Hill asked how we were we going to get this letter before going to the 
Development Commission. This would not allow enough time for Commissioner Porter to 
review and make a recommendation to the Development Commission.  
 
Mr. Zartman stated that he would get the letter to Commissioner Porter at her 
recommendation.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated she need the letter like yesterday. 
 
Mr. Zartman stated he could hand deliver the letter to her.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated that this still would not give her enough time. She stated that Mr. 
Shannon knew about this beforehand.  
 
Mr. Zartman received a text from Mr. Shannon and stated that there was some confusion. They 
will go before the Development Commission in December not November. This would give them 
ample time to give the letter to the Commission. 



 
Commissioner Porter suggested that this project go before the Zoning Committee on November 
17th. Mr. Zartman agreed to this. This project will go for final approval at the Zoning Committee 
Meeting. This application was approved based on condition of the letter being received by the 
Commission. Commissioner Porter confirmed that they will make the final decision at this 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked if Attorney Brown was on the line. Attorney Brown was the last 
presenter to be heard. 
 
DeLena Scales confirmed that Attorney Brown was on the line as well as the presenter for the 
child care center, Fathia Abdull. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that the presenter for the child care center was not scheduled for 
this evening. She was not approved at the Zoning Committee Meeting. Commissioner Porter 
stated that she would need to go back before the Zoning Committee. 
 
DeLena Scales stated that there were seven emails sent to Commissioner Porter from the 
community concerning this child care center. 
 
Update from Commissioner Porter  
She reminded the Commission that they applied for a grant that the city was offering in 2013 
for light fixtures. Lights were being installed on Innis Road this month. She will send 
Commissioners a copy of latest communication that she received concerning this installation. 
 
4201 Easton Commons – Application GC20-044 
Attorney Jeff Brown presented on behalf of a client a research organization. They have 
outgrown their space. They want to construct a ground sign. They were asking for a setback 
variance for the corner of the sign. The reason for this was due to the existing trees at the 
property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Property Site #1 

 
 
Property Site #2 

 
 
Sample of ground sign – 8ft in height 
 

 



 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any more questions.  
 
Commissioner Davis asked why did they need to have this sign so close to the road. 
 
Attorney Brown stated that they want some visibility. It would be at an angle to catch the east 
bound traffic. It was only the end of the sign that was at 10ft. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there were any other questions. He asked the Commission to 
entertain a motion for approval of this application. 
 
Commissioner Kenley made a motion to approve the application. Seconded by Commissioner 
Davis. Motion carried. No objections. 
 
City Attorney’s Office 
Sarah Pomeroy with the City Attorney’s office had a couple of updates she wanted to share. 
They have started bringing in a handful of lawsuits against bars that were not following Covid 
restrictions/rules. One was filed against Buckeye Crazy. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if these were referred to their office or were they out in the 
community looking for violations.  
 
She explained that they come in through community complaints through 311 or the Health 
Department. They also additionally come through the Ohio Investigative Unit. 
 
Ms. Pomeroy’s direct number was 614-645-8619. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she would call Ms. Pomeroy offline regarding some nuisance 
cases. 
 
Chairman Rayford stated that he has a young lady from the Somali community, Kawther Musa, 
that wants to be a part of our Commission. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she could not be a Commissioner right now. We have every 
community covered.  
 
DeLena Scales stated that the Framingham community was not represented. Kawther Musa 
would be replacing Betty Peaks. She submitted her resume in February 2020. She was a PhD 
student at OSU. She works at Heart of Ohio on Agler Rd.  She spoke at the Commission Meeting 
in February 2020. 
 
Kawther Musa spoke about here interest in becoming a Commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if there was any further business.  



Updates for DeLena Scales 
• The website for the Commission was up and running. 
• Training for Commission – Responding to Community Input, Nov. 21st, 9am – 11:30am. 
• Agenda for the Commission needed prior to the meeting. 

 
Commissioner Hill asked was there any other business.  
 
Commissioner Porter made motion to adjourn meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Hill. 
Motion carried. 
 


