
                                              Northeast Area Commission Meeting 
 

April 4, 2021 | 6:30pm-8:30pm 
 

 
Board Member 

 

 

Chairman, Elwood Rayford – Somerset Vice Chair, Robert Hill – Walnut 
Creek Zoning Chair, Alice Porter - At-Large Elenora Moore – Arlington Park 
Brad Davis – Bridgeview Kwather Musa - Framingham 
Kevin Kenley - Willow Springs Kenneth Van Pelt - Special Appointee 
Stanley Fleming Jr. – At Large VACANT - Cumberland Ridge 

 

 
Commissioner Hill asked for roll call of Commissioners: 
 
Elwood Rayford - Absent 
Alice Porter - Present  
Brad Davis - Present   
Kevin Kenley - Absent 
Stanley Fleming - Present  
Bob Hill - Present - Present 
Elenora Moore - Present  
Kwather Musa - Absent 
Kenneth Van Pelt - Absent 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if anyone had reviewed the February minutes. Commissioner Porter 
wants to postpone reading the February minutes until the next meeting. Commissioner Porter 
made a motion to dispense the reading of the minutes until the next meeting. Seconded by 
Commissioner Hill. Motion carried. 
 
Due to Commissioner Kenley’s absence Commissioner Hill dispensed with the reading of the 
Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Per City Liaison DeLena Scales, Sarah Pomeroy was not in attendance and would not be able  
to give an update on 2803 Fern Avenue (Application CV19-125). However, she did send over 
the report for the Fern Avenue address. She has asked Danielle Weber with Code Enforcement 
to give an update. Commissioner Hill asked Ms. Weber to move forward with her update due to 
application being on the books for a while. 
 
Ms. Weber just became aware of this application Tuesday afternoon. They have not made an 
inspection at this address. Someone was living in the garage. The owner has applied for a 
council variance so the garage could be occupied as a one family dwelling. 
 
Commissioner Porter interjected that they have an agenda for the evening that they needed to 
follow the agenda the way that it was written.  
 
Ms. Weber stated that she was confused and thought she was asked for an update. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated that there was a little confusion and that Ms. Weber was filling in for 



Ms. Sarah Pomeroy to give an update on this project. 
 
Commissioner Moore reiterated and clarified that Ms. Sarah Pomeroy was not able to attend. 
Therefore Ms. Weber was giving an update. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that they were going to begin with application BZA20 -074, 3487 
Westerville Rd. This application was being presented by Mr. Mike Williamson. 
 
City Liaison, DeLena Scales, interjected and stated as a point of order the Northeast Area 
Commission has presented a public agenda. Therefore, she has advised that they adhere to 
this agenda. Sarah Pomeroy was on this agenda to present and update a report, followed by 
your City Liaison and then we would move on to the applications on the agenda. Ms. Scales 
stated that if Ms. Weber did not have any additional information, they could move on to her 
report and then move on to Mr. Williamson’s case. 
 
Ms. Weber stated that she did not have any information. She was not a part of the City 
Attorney’s office she was with Code Enforcement. She supervises the Northeast area. Ms. 
Weber stated concerning 2803 Fern she does not have any information. Someone brought it up 
to her and we have not inspected it. 
 
Department of Neighborhoods City Liaison Update - DaLena Scales 

• Time to close out the 2019-2020 budget - need close out budgets by April 30th. 
• 2021 budget will be $2500 this year, it was $3500 last year. 
• Please add your budget to the next month's agenda as to how you would like to spend 

down that $2,500. 
• Hosting meetings virtually will end July 1, 2021, per July 1st Executive Order by the 

Governor and Mayor of Columbus. NEAC was encouraged to start the transition to in 
person meetings.	Those plans should include spacing: maintaining six feet of spacing 
through limiting the amount of individuals who attend meetings, talking to your host 
agency at parks and recreation about opening back up. She suggested providing PPEs, 
such as mask and hand sanitizer, and that she would be happy to speak with 
Commissioner Hill, if the Commission was in need of any of these items. Budget funds 
were permitted to be spent for those to have a healthy meeting. 

 
Commissioner Hill asked will there be documentation disseminated on Zoom Meetings ending?  
 
Ms. Scales stated that she would send over the Executive Order to the entire Commission. 
 
Application BZA20-074: 3487 Westerville Road (Terrain Evolution) 
 
Mr. Mike Williamson was the Engineer for the applicant and also the presenter of this 
application. 
 
Mr. Williamson stated that the site was a 20-acre lot used for tractor and trailer storage.  
There was concern on what the portable building was used for. The portable building was used 
for the trucks coming in and out of the site. As they're taking the tickets for the truck drivers 
coming in and out of the site, they could also see into the truck. It was important to have that 
building on site. 
 



There was also a concern that the trailer it sits on was not stable. The architect put together a 
plan for small drill piers, bolts and steel tie downs to hold the portable building to the frame. 
Assuming approval from the Commission	this application would then go to the building 
department for approval before we could go do it, but it has to meet city code before he would 
proceed. This application would run through a review period. 
 
Commissioner Hill asked for Mr. Williamson to reiterate his last point. Mr. Williamson stated that 
this application has to run through the building department before it would be approved. 
 
Commissioner Porter recommended conditional approval or approval based on what was being 
said at the additional meeting. She does not want to approve the application and the work not 
be done. 
 
Mr. Williamson stated that they would still have to go before BZA (Board of Zoning Adjustment) 
for their recommendation (approval or deny). BZA would give final approval, they would submit 
a site compliance plan to the City, once approved by the City he would submit a foundation plan 
to the Building Department for the City. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked were there any questions on this project. 
 
Commissioner Porter recommended a conditional approval so that he can move on to BZA. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated he was fine with this but we would need to see something back that 
the trailer was secure. 
 
A community member interjected and asked who was BZA 
 
Commissioner Porter responded to the community member and stated that they would entertain 
questions toward the end of the meeting. BZA stood for Board of Zoning Adjustment. 
 
Commissioner Rayford does not agree and stated we should not approve this application 
conditionally. He believes the paperwork may be lost. Commissioner Porter stated that there will 
be a copy sent to the BZA and Mr. Williamson. Commissioner Rayford stated this was bad 
precedence.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated will vote on it. We have had this project since September 2020. 
She has also been by the property and will continue to monitor the action on this property. 
 
Mr. Williamson stated that BZA will not allow him to apply for a building permit without their 
approval. 
 
Commissioner Porter made a motion to approve the application on a conditional basis based on 
the foundation plan. Seconded by Commissioner Moore. Motion carried. Commissioner Porter 
will send a letter to the BZA.  
 
Commissioner Rayford interjected and asked for a vote. This applicant was approved 
conditionally. The votes were as follows: 
 
Com. Rayford - No   Com. Moore - Yes 
Com. Porter - Yes  Com. Fleming - Yes  
Com. Davis - Yes   Com. Hill - Yes 



   
Application GC21-002: 2283 Sunbury Rd - Mt Hermon Baptist Church 
 
Mr. Chris Rose was the presenter of this application. 
 
Chris Rose, with Columbus Sign Company and also representing the Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Church, proposed to install new signage and was asking for the Commission’s support to allow 
a variance for an electronic message center. The church has various events they want to 
advertise to the community. They don’t want to have to deal with manual sign changes as well 
as have someone out by the road in hazardous conditions. This signage will allow messages to 
be changed electronically in inclement weather. Mt. Hermon was proposing the new sign to 
replace the existing signage. This was a very tasteful sign. 
 
Mt. Hermon was working on what type of messages would be displayed. This would be an 
illuminated sign with a light sensing device to adjust as the ambience lighting changes. The 
device monitors how bright it is outside for this adjustment. This would help with the light being 
too bright for oncoming motorist. 
 
Signage Sample 

 
 
Commissioner Hill asked would the sign be animated? 
 
Mr. Rose responded that the sign would not be animated but be a static message. There would 
be no movement. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked if there were any questions. She began to call for a vote on the 
application.  
 
Commissioner Davis had questions, will sign display text at night? 
 
Mr. Rose replied yes it will per City code. 
 
Commissioner Davis asked for confirmation on 0.3 foot candles, was this the allowable output? 
 
Mr. Rose stated the sign shall not exceed a brightness of 0.3 foot candles above the ambient 
light using a foot candle Lux meter at a preset distance. And according with the following 
procedure, at least 30 minutes past sunset record, the ambient light while the sign is offered, 



displaying all black copy or the signs of illumination is blocked. The light meter shall be held five 
feet above the finished grade in front of the sign. The meter shall be aimed toward the center of 
the automatic changeable copy sign from the same location. A second reading shall bury 
quarter while the sign is on and not blocked. If the difference between the measurements is 0.3 
foot candles or less, the brightness was properly adjusted.	
 
Commissioner Davis asked for assistance in what does 0.3 foot candles entail? He stated that 
the signs were far too bright for their location. 
 
Mr. Rose responded they have worked successfully with the City in the past. The 0.3 foot 
candles was something that the Board of Zoning Adjustments and the City code has mandated. 
If there was something at Easton that that seems to be too bright, I would ask City Code 
Enforcement to check on the brightness. They may have a sensor that's failing, or they may not 
be falling into the 0.3 foot candles, but he believed the layman description of that was to think of 
it terms of horsepower for one horse. This would be within a foot, the brightness that a candle 
would display. 
 
Per Commissioner Davis was this 0.3 foot candle across the board, even for commercial or 
retail locations or was that also for a residential application? 
 
Mr. Rose responded that this was essentially a residential area. We have a sign that was at 
least 50 ft from any other residential property. The code does not apply to different units. It 
applies across the board. 
 
Commissioner Davis asked were there any installations that he could see? 
 
Mr. Rose stated he would be more than happy to provide a list. There were multiple signs that 
the Graphics Committee has approved. He would send those to Commissioner Davis. 
	
Mr. Rose explained that they have been around a hundred years and we're family owned. Part 
of that was, treating the community right, and being an asset to the community and doing the 
right thing. He wants to make sure that sensor was working correctly and would have no 
problem communicating with the church as well. 
 
He further explained Mt. Hermon wants to maximize the life out of this sign. Displaying 
messages throughout all hours of the night, doesn't really bode well for them and was not giving 
their sign more longevity, nor was it really reaching that many people so that they have the 
ability to program it. He would be highly surprised if they were not willing to have some 
downtime during that signs display, as it will cost them more in the long run to continually run 
messages where they could save some of the diode life by having it turned off and that's built 
into the software as well. This was kind of preset when they program that, and in 
his opinion, with their relationship with Mount Herman, he does not think that would be an issue. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that the sign was 50 ft from the house on the other side of the parking lot. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked Commissioner Davis if he wanted to see something first to see 
what the candle light looks like before we approve. 
 
Commissioner Davis stated he would like to but does not want to hold the application up. He 
had a pretty good idea of what 0.3 foot candle looks like. 
 



Chairman Rayford stated that it would be a good idea to tell the church that they did not want 
the sign on all night. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that the sign does go off at night. It was on a timer. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked if there were any more questions for Mr. Rose? 
 
Commissioner Porter wants to entertain a motion to approve this application. Commissioner 
Moore made motion to approve the signage. Seconded by Commissioner Fleming. 
Commissioner Rayford abstained since he was a member of Mt. Hermon. Motion carried. 
Commissioner Porter will send a letter to the Rezoning Committee. 
 
Commissioner Rayford asked at night would the lights affect the cars driving down Sunbury Rd? 
 
Mr. Rose replied that this sign would not impact traffic. 
 
Application Z21-001: 3650 Sunbury Road - Seven Day Adventist  
 
Dalaina Cox was the presenter of this application. 
 
Ms. Cox was representing Allegheny West Conference Seven Day Adventist. Her request was 
for rezoning from the current district PUD8, requesting to rezone to institutional to comply with 
the council variance intending to extend the existing school building to add additional 
classrooms due to increase in enrollment. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked if there were any questions? 
 
Commissioner Davis asked would the extension of the school building be an actual building or 
temporary? 
 
Ms. Cox responded that this would be an actual building, it would be a traditional expansion, 
classrooms would be connected to the existing building. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked if there were any more questions? 
 
Commissioner Porter asked for a motion to approve the application. Commissioner Davis made 
a motion to approve the applicant. Seconded by Commissioner Moore. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Porter will send a letter with the changes so that the applicant could move 
forward with her project. 
 
Application CV19-125: 2803 Fern Avenue: Ms Nonato 
 
Commissioner Hill asked if Ms. Weber was still on the call and if she had anymore to add on this 
project. 
 
Ms. Weber stated that they have had no complaints about the property.	They have not been out 
there. If someone was living in the property, that was a garage, that was violation of city code 
because they have not been approved or received the certificate of occupancy for that garage	
building. 
 



Commissioner Porter explained they looked at the building. In 2014, it was a garage with two 
doors.  It was the same way in 20117. In 2019, I guess they started this project. However, the 
project has a new roof, has new windows, has new siding and an entry door. It was a house that 
was done with no permits.  We've seen the structure now, granted, it was very nice, but it's not 
permitted. All the work was unpermitted. 
 
Commissioner Porter explained to Mrs. Nonato that they have looked at the property. She 
stated that maybe some of the other Commissioners might have more questions for you, but 
she had none at this time. 
 
Commissioner Moore stated that she has something to offer. Commissioner Moore called the  
Permit Department with the City of Columbus. She found out some new permits have been 
pulled as of March 8th, one for HVAC, electric and structural. These permits were recently pulled 
per the representative she spoke with. You won’t find them because of a certain period before 
the permit was issued after applying for them. There was a plumbing permit but was not clear, 
her question to the representative she spoke with, was could all of these things that have been 
completed (HVAC, electrical, structural) without a permit. His response was “no”, these things 
could not have been done without a permit. Permits have been pulled as of March 8th and 
March 25th that were not visible online. She wants to know how do we go from here with the 
work being done prior to the permits being pulled and if the permits have been pulled does that 
rectify the situation? 
 
Ms. Weber responded that she knew that there were a couple of administrative issues that Ms. 
Nonato needs to go to the Building Department and work with them on before those permits will 
be issued. If the building inspectors go out and there was work there that has not been done, 
they will ask her to have it inspected and obtain permits before they issue a certificate of 
occupancy. 
 
Commissioner Moore stated with that being said, and those permits not being issued yet, it was 
impossible for us to, and this was a question..it was impossible to approve this application until 
this was done” 
 
Commissioner Hill responded that would be correct. 
 
Commissioner Davis asked was the interior of the building finished? 
 
Ms. Nonato responded that it was not ready the walls need repair, the drywall was not installed. 
 
Commissioner Davis stated that they will need to do a rough inspection and to do a rough 
inspection they cannot have drywall on the inside walls. If she has torn it down, they could do a 
rough inspection to ensure everything was compliant. 
 
Commissioner Moore stated she wants to make the garage a livable space but no permits have 
been pulled since the last meeting. However, the work has been done. 
 
Commissioner Davis stated that he does not know what we would do because if we're trying to 
supersede the Building Commission and the permitting process, this was a bad idea. 
 
Commissioner Hill and Commissioner Moore were in agreement with Commissioner Davis. 
Commissioner Porter agreed as well and stated at this time they could not approve this 
application. 



 
Dr. Medina Cortez provided public comment in the chat. 
 
Ms. Nonato asked by translation through her daughter why her application could not be 
accepted. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated work was done without permits. Therefore, you cannot move 
forward when you have already moved forward without permits. 
 
Ms. Nonato stated that she pulled the permits and paid for them. Commissioner Porter 
responded that she did them for the month of March. They also have had this application since 
November 2020. 
 
Commissioner Moore explained there were structure inspections that needed completion before 
she could proceed. 
 
Ms. Medina Cortez provided translation to Ms. Nonato on what was needed. Commissioner 
Porter explained that they could not approve her application due to the work being done without 
permits.  
 
Commissioner Rayford stated we should have Code Enforcement and the City Attorney’s office 
work with her to explain to her what she needs to do.  
 
Commissioner Hill asked what will be the status of this application.  Commissioner Porter stated 
we would disapprove this application until the process was completed. 
 
Ms. Cortez did explain to Ms. Nonato that her application would not be approved.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated that once all permits were in order she could work with Tim 
Dietrich, her City Planner, to see if she could use the same application number. Commissioner 
Porter will send a letter to Mr. Dietrich to inform him of our decision. 
 
Commissioner Porter asked to entertain a motion to disapprove the application. Commissioner 
Moore made motion to disapprove the application. Seconded by Commissioner Hill. Motion 
carried. 
 
Commissioner Hill thanked Ms. Scales and everyone for their help with this applicant. 
 
DeLena Scales will work with Ms. Nonato on providing a translator and any help she may need 
to assist in getting her application approved. This will include permit submittal and any other 
services needed. Ms. Medina Cortez will also assist in this effort. Both Ms. Scales and Ms. 
Cortez provided their contact phone numbers to Ms. Nonato. 
 
Commissioner Rayford made an announcement. He will be stepping down as Chairperson of 
the Commission effective immediately. He stated that it was a joy and pleasure to be 
Chairperson for NEAC. He will be a Commissioner for the Somerset area. 
 
Commissioner Porter thanked Mr. Rayford for his service. Commissioner Hill will take over as 
chair temporarily. 
 
DeLena Scales thanked Chairperson Rayford for his commitment and dedication as Chair. 



Letters would be needed from Barbara Wright and Chairman Rayford that they were both 
resigning from their positions as Commissioner and Chairperson. She will submit these letters to 
the City Clerk’s office. She asked Commissioner Hill would he be looking for someone to fill the 
Vice Chair seat if he accepts as Chair. Commissioner Hill stated that this should be put before a 
vote as to who would be Chairperson of the Commission. 
 
Ms. Scales stated that this vote could occur during officer elections. 
 
Elections would occur this year per Commissioner Moore. 
 
Ms. Wright did submit a letter of resignation. She does have a replacement. Her name was 
Karen Rogers. She recommended she take her place until we vote. 
 
Ms. Scales stated she did not receive the letter. Ms. Wright did send this letter via email. Ms. 
Scales explained Karen Rogers can be presented to the Commission. She can be appointed to 
fill in the remainder of Ms. Wright’s seat. She needs to come forward with her resume and bio 
and receive a two-thirds vote by the Commission. She would have to be voted in during 
election. 
 
Ms. Wright introduced herself. She gave Ms. Wright a letter of introduction and biography. 
Commissioner Porter will obtain her information from Ms. Wright and disseminate it among the 
Commissioners. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Commissioner Hill opened the floor to public comment.  
 
Commissioner Moore made a motion to accept the resignation of Commissioner Antoine 
Horston.  
 
Commissioner Porter explained that he has missed a few meetings. She stated that if three or 
more meetings were missed this was deemed as a self-resignation. 
 
Commissioner Rayford stated that if three unexcused absences were missed this would occur. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that this was the fourth month in which he has not attended and he 
did not attend any meetings last year. 
 
Commissioner Rayford stated that he was contacted by Commissioner Horston and he 
communicated he could not attend due to his health. 
 
Commissioner Moore stated to Commissioner Rayford that she was basing this motion on 
Article 5, Section 7 which stated “Commissioners should be in regular attendance, a 
Commissioners unexcused absence from three consecutive regular meetings or four regular 
meetings in any one year shall be deemed a resignation.” She further stated that in section 2, 
“failure to carry out their Commission duties.” She spoke with Commissioner Horston and she 
feels that he does not have the time to do this. He can do at another time when his life was not 
as challenging and be re-elected. She recommends we do accept his resignation. 
 
Commissioner Rayford explained to Commissioner Moore that when they talked, he explained 
that he had talked to Commissioner Horston and he had explained that his health was bad. 



 
Commissioner Moore understood that there were times when things were going on in our lives 
that would not allow him to continue. However, Arlington Park needs a representative that could 
carry out their duties.  
 
Commissioner Porter stated that Commissioner Rayford had information about Commissioner 
Horston but did not share this information.  
 
Commissioner Moore said they could obtain another representative for Arlington Park via 
election. However based on our bylaws he has resigned himself.  
 
Commissioner Hill stated that he wanted to dispense with Commissioner Moore’s motion. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she wanted to second the motion. Motion carried. 
Commissioner Hill asked for a vote. 
 
Com. Rayford - No  Com. Porter - Yes  
Com. Davis - Yes Com Fleming - Yes 
Com. Hill - Yes Com. Moore - Yes 
 
Ms. Wright asked about BZA due to an earlier attendee/community member needing clarity. 
  
BZA stood for Board of Zoning Adjustment. 
 
 
Community member, Renee Nesbitt of 2600 N. Cassady Ave. 43219, wants to become member 
of the Somerset Civic Association. She asked about membership/dues. She asked when were 
the meetings. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she would need to speak to Commissioner Rayford. She asked 
for Ms. Nesbit’s phone number and she would follow up on this matter. 
 
Ms. Nesbit also asked if there something being done about the traffic/speed on Cassady 
Avenue such as install speed bumps. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she did not know if they could do anything about the speed 
bumps. 
 
Chairman Rayford shared his home number with Ms. Nesbit. He asked her to call him. 
 
Ms. Nesbit also asked about what was going on at the corner of Agler and Cassady. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated a warehouse was being built. She does not know the company that 
will occupy the warehouse because the lease has not been signed. Commissioner Porter 
suggested to Ms. Nesbit that she attend the Commission meetings. 
 
Ms. Nesbit asked about submitting a petition regarding the trucks that will be traveling on 
Cassady Avenue. She had a concern due to the number of schools and commuters on foot and 
wheelchairs. 
 
DeLena Scales suggested that Ms. Nesbit attend the Northside City Town Hall meeting on 



Wednesday, April 28th at 6pm with City Council. She stated that City Council was looking to 
hear about these types of matters at the meeting. She could formally invite her to the meeting 
via her email address or phone number. Ms. Nesbit provided her phone numbers. 
 
Chairman Rayford suggested that Ms. Nesbit and a few other community members call to 
discuss concerns. 
 
Dr. Medina Cortes has some concerns with being a resident in Brunswick Estates. She has 
been a resident for nine years. She stated that she had no idea about the Northeast Area 
Commission Meetings. Code Enforcement has been in their neighborhood due to violations 
being reported by neighbors on the elderly. She wanted to figure out a way to get neighbors 
involved in the meetings and ask questions. She also created fliers about the NEAC meetings 
for her community. She stated that vehicles were being ransacked and broken into. 
 
Commissioner Porter stated that she has visited her neighborhood. She stated that all it would 
take was neighbors helping neighbors instead of calling Code Enforcement. She suggested that 
she speak with Commissioner Stan Fleming who lives in the area. He gave his contact 
information to Dr. Cortes. 
 
Commissioner Fleming stated that they have been having meetings but no one had been 
showing up. These meetings were held at Easton in a community room next to the movie 
theater. 
 
Ms. Wright suggested passing out fliers door to door. 
 
Cindy Jordan, a resident on Cassady Avenue, has had a total of three cars totaled out of her 
driveway. She wants to stop accidents that were happening on Cassady Avenue. She asked 
Ms. Scales to give her a phone call. She stated that her son was without a vehicle due to the 
number of accidents on Cassady. She also lost a dog. They need some help. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated that she needed to contact the Traffic Department with the City of 
Columbus. 
 
Ms. Jordan did receive a report from the City. 
 
Commissioner Rayford gave Ms. Jordan his contact phone numbers. 
 
Commissioner Hill made motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm. Commissioner Porter 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 


