NLAC Regular Meeting Minutes

September 16, 2021

Time: 6:30 PM

Call to Order 6:34 PM 
Roll Call – Russell, Ayres, Ajayi, Clark, Perkins 
Approval of previous minutes: June Planning, June Regular, July Planning, July Regular (attached in the email dated August 11, 2021)

Motion to accept previous minutes: Perkins

Second: Clark

Vote: Unanimous
Vote to table the August Special Meeting Minutes until we have approval to post the recording link, September Planning Meeting Minutes.

Motion to table the August Special Meeting Minutes with approval provision of the link and the September Planning Meeting Minutes: Perkins

Second: Ayres

Vote:  Unanimous
Recognition of Public Officials-none present
City Reports:

Dept. Neighborhoods: Liaison De Lena Scales-Celebrate One Linden Community Ctr. Baby Shower-1-3, Sept 18, 2021. One Linden Safety Mtg- Curtis Brown, 6 PM Sept 28, 2021, WebEx; Landlord Fair, Oct. 28, 2021, Linden Community Ctr.; Zoning and Chair must add telephone number to Web Site. Adopt the Agenda and vote per Robert’s Rules of Order discussion with the By Laws. Read from notes and said Robert’s Rules cannot be taken in part. Also, stated the rules and mentioned discussion. Requested tabling of By Laws. Majority to 2/3 majority, and #5 immediate need for clarity; change of the Code of Conduct not advisable per City Attorney.

Chair Russell asserted that the conversation with Liaison Scales, plus the discussion with Director Hooie and Liaison Scales indicated that the wording majority may be problematic and recommended changes.

Commissioner Ayres discussed being under the City and following their directives.

Commissioner Russell stated that we are an autonomous group. Just like the City Attorney’s office gives us advice, we advise the residents, City of Columbus, and developers as to what’s good for our area. We discuss (as mentioned by Liaison Scales) and vote to make decisions we feel are best for our community. 

Also, Chair Russell indicated that the Vice Chair asked for the time to review the By Law changes with the City Attorney at the August Special Meeting. This still needs to be done.

Chair Russell and Vice-Chair Perkins discussed the agenda and the By Laws.

Chair Russell indicated that she did not want to be out of compliance with the By Laws.

Chair Russell displayed the By Laws from the projector and read the list of the required agenda items (Article V. Meetings, Section 4). The need to vote to approve the agenda is not listed. She states that the seven-day notice has always been given. So, the Commissioners already know what will be on the agendas and have not voted to approve these at the Regular meetings. The Robert’s Rules were used as a guide as so stated in the By Laws (Article V. Meetings, Section 10).

Discussion 

Motion to adopt the agenda as written with each item for discussion: Perkins

Second: Ayres

Vote:  Unanimous
City Reports: Liaison Sandra Lopez- City Council back to in session meetings, Residential Districting 1st map has been presented to the community; Area Commission will continue to do business as usual; two representatives to the City of Columbus; the census will change the map from 2010 to 2020 data; Mask Mandate issued for indoors; Clean-Up groups have funding $1,500-$2,400.00; Councilmember Favor - Code changes, Sept 21, 4:30 PM; Sept 22, at 6 PM virtual Council mtg., Sept 23, PM Councilmember Remy - virtual community hours. Commission meets every Weds at 5:30 PM online.

Dana Dorsey-DON over One Linden Plan implementation- More Life Program-free therapy and counseling services morelifetoday.org; Fresh Food Market and Charitable Pharmacy 1464 Cleveland Ave.

City Asst. Atty. Chassidy Barham-Zone initiative, 5 zones. Serves zone #4. Beverage Warehouse filed contempt motion for homicide and underage sale. Motion scheduled for November hearing.

Forthcoming updates: 1598 Briarwood Avenue information to determine a public nuisance report. Information for Franklin Cty Prosecutor office contact Chassidy Barham,

645-4545 non-emergency

Code Enforcement 311- SWI Solid Waste problems; Retaliatory Evictions assistance available

Discussion for safety conditions concerning speeding, pedestrians and enforcement for Linden streets. CPD reporting to MORPC for data collection must take place to abate traffic remediation. Report incidents of unsafe streets and incidences to Vision Zero. Need for CPD to enforce traffic laws.

Contact for speeding? Treasurer Ayres recommends contacting the Police Chief

Scheduled speakers: Steve Allen - Columbus Sheet Metal Workers Apprenticeship, SMART Local Union #24.

PowerPoint Presentation and Handouts for Apprenticeship Information

Trade Expo October 28, 2021 Franklin Cty Fairgrounds Contact Steve Allen

Dorsey Hagar concerning Building Trades and Union Jobs sent Steve Allen to present

Committee Reports

· Executive Committee

· Chair Report-Commissioner Russell

· 4 Vacancies, Linden Clean-Up Crew distributed 80 book and computer bags donated by Restore Hope Outreach Ministries. Road to Success Academy will be donating string bags for the youth, Networking with neighbors to join NLAC

· Vice-Chair-Commissioner Perkins- no report 

· Treasurer Ayres’ Report-Commissioner Ayres

· Camera Purchase $152.00, Receipt and Banking Information/Balance, Business Cards

· $73.00 balance

· Committee Meeting- September 9, 2021-Reports given from Commissioners Daniel and Russell; Discussion for Safety measures in the community with attendees. Community organizations represented: Dr. Ekele, Tish Poe of Poe LLC, Konnect Multimedia with Youth Ambassador and Staff, Dee Judah, Luul Ahmed, Ms. Richardson and others. 

· Health & Safety Committee-O. Daniel Ajayi, Chair
· Report-Trio Pharmacy and Wellness on Wheels partnership; Dr. Ekele willing to help with counseling. Pastor Washington has offered to assist with counseling and Pastor Taylor Good Shepherd Baptist. Working with Liaison Scales to obtain the Opportunity Center and Concerned Clergy information.
· Zoning Committee-Russell, Chair

DEMO2131217 was issued on 8/9/2021, due to an unsafe or emergency order issued on the property: 1647 Myrtle Avenue, Columbus, OH 43211 the building was demolished.

· Job Creation and Workforce Development Committee-Russell, Chair

Building Trades reported at the July Regular Meeting and Steve Allen presented at the Regular September meeting tonight, September 16, 2021 on Apprenticeships in the Union Trades.

· Education Subcommittee-Russell, Chair

Arts: LME will begin murals in Linden to focus on Anti-Racism. Provided the Web Site and grantor information

Sports: Linden Eagles is expanding their Youth Sports program to include football, soccer, lacrosse

Schools: Linden Clean-up Crew donated approximately 80 book bags and computer bags to Linden students from Restore Hope Outreach Ministries and donors.

Business Owners: GLBN business grants for $1,500.00 for members, and $1,000.00 for non-members are available. Contact: Carla Gwinn at lindenbusiness.org.

· Community Engagement Committee-Clark, Chair

· Code Enforcement Subcommittee-Clark, Chair; welcomed resident Cody Kucera  as a new member

· Transportation Committee-Perkins, Chair- no report

· Planning and Development Committee- No Chair 

· Contact information for residents interested in assisting NLAC by serving on committees was sent by Commissioner Russell to NLAC via email on September 9, 2021

1. Speaker: Presentation by: Steve Allen - Columbus Sheet Metal Workers Apprenticeship, SMART Local Union #24. Dorsey Hagar with Building Futures - Labor Union Apprenticeships and Training did not present.

2. Selecting a Secretary: Vice-Chair Perkins nominated Clark for Secretary with Unanimous Commission support

3. Voting for Appointees, Deadline by September 30, 2021

a. Luul Ahmed completed her petition and application

b. John Ramos completed his petition and application

c. Jasmine Ayres completed her application

Perkins: nominated Jasmine Ayres for the non-resident seat

Vote: Yes, Ajayi, Yes, Clark; Yes, Perkins 

Clark: nominated John Ramos for the non-resident seat

Vote: No, Ajayi; No, Clark; No, Perkins

Daniel: nominated Luul Ahmed for the non-resident seat

Vote: No, Ajayi; No, Clark; No, Perkins

The Chair is the tiebreaker and did not vote.

4. By Laws – changes:

1) Agenda Item-Updates to the By Laws- Corrections to change all votes from majority to two-thirds majority, and alignment voting with the Best Practices for all Articles, Sections and Sub Sections including:
ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP Section 3(a);  ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS Section 2 and 5; ARTICLE V. MEETINGS Sections 3, 4, 9; ARTICLE VI. COMMITTEES 4

Correction to ARTICLE V. MEETINGS Section 2

b) Written notice of any special meeting shall be given to each Commission member and the public at least three (7) days { CHANGE TO SEVEN (7) DAYS } in advance, except in an emergency. This written notice shall specify the date, time, and place of the meeting and describe all business to be conducted at the meeting. 

Motion to table all updates to the by laws excluding the election Committee: Perkins

Second: Ajayi

Vote: Unanimous
ARTICLE VI. COMMITTEES 
Section 1. Appointment of Commission members to both standing and special committees shall be made by the Chairperson { CHANGE TO CHAIR } in consultation with Commission members and shall be subject to the approval of a majority of the Commission members.  

Tabled, See Above

Additions:

ARTICLE VI. COMMITTEES 

h. Election Committee 

1. The Committee shall follow all deadline requirements By Laws and Best Practices

2. Shall review completed petition and applications to determine qualification by the City Wide guidelines

3. Will provide petitioners with application status updates as needed to complete the process
4. Oversee the general City wide election:
i. Create a ballot with qualified petitioners

ii. Establish guidelines for the voting process with the Department of Neighborhoods

iii. Select voting locations

iv. Manage poll workers and hours

v. Count and Certify votes
5. The Committee Chair will immediately report findings that impede the election process to the Commission
6. The Committee Chair shall report all election outcomes to the Commission Web Site and the Department of Neighborhoods’ Liaison by the prescribed deadlines
Motion to amend the By Laws to include the Election Committee and description: Ayres

Second: Ajayi

Vote: Unanimous
Code of Conduct:  Commissioners have an obligation to limit comments from litigious content that jeopardizes the NLAC. If comments are deemed harmful by the NLAC, to any member of the Public and/or the NLAC, the offending Commissioner must issue a public statement for the record at the subsequent NLAC meeting. This statement must include reference to the offense and indicate that her/his opinions and comments were personal and had no bearing on the NLAC.

ADD

{Commissioners causing harm, intentional or otherwise, may be removed from the Executive Committee permanently, including subsequent terms, or suspended from the Executive Committee for a designated time deemed appropriate by the Commission, or barred from the Executive Committee for the remainder of the term. A two-thirds majority shall decide these measures. Removal of a Commission shall be in accordance with the Best Practices, by a three-fourths majority vote of the Commission.}

Tabled See Above

Motion to amend the Code of Conduct:

Second:

Vote:
5. Camera purchase-Thank you - managed by Treasurer Ayres

6. Signage: yard signs with the new location –Robyn has collected the yard signs for updates.

Quote for vinyl to re-purpose the NLAC yard signs (TBD)

Reports of standing committees (Old and New Business)
Reports of special committees (Old and New Business) 
Reports from Neighborhood Organizations

For the Good of the Order - Announcements and comments.  

Community Comments and Discussion:

1) Community Resident voiced a concern about the Vote for Silver Dr. at the Planning meeting. Chair Russell voiced concern about the votes under the former Chair with Commissioners serving under expired terms. Chair Russell said these votes, for the most part, were unanimous, so a need to contact the City Attorney was not deemed necessary. However, Chair Russell will seek advice from the City Attorney.

2) Community Resident voiced a concern about the Planning Meetings to cease. 

Chair Russell had reached out to the former NLAC Vice-Chair. The former NLAC Vice-Chair explained the history of the Planning meetings began as a way to discuss issues in the community. In addition, the Commissioners had held the Planning Meetings in their homes, and then in restaurants.

Liaison Scales said these meetings did not have quorums. Liaison Scales asserted that these were Planning Committee Meetings without quorums and did not follow the points outlined for the Planning Committee [a Planning Committee meeting does not exist]. Liaison Scales corrected her statement to say Planning and Development Committee. 

Chair Russell said these Planning Meetings had quorums, 

Chair Russell disagreed and pointed out the agendas clearly read: Planning Meeting, at the top, and that they were not committee meetings, and quorums had indeed been present with three or more Commissioners in attendance. The former Area Commission never adopted them into the By Laws. Therefore, they were deemed illegal and have ceased.

Adjournment – Motion: Perkins; Second Clark; Vote: unanimous 8:14 PM

